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UM EDUCATOR RECEIVES NATIONAL RECOGNITION
MISSOULA—
University of Montana Assistant Professor Martin Horejsi will be one of only three
national educators in attendance at a black-tie affair at the National Air and Space Museum to
present its Current Achievement and Lifetime Achievement trophies.
Horejsi, who teaches in UM ’s Department of Curriculum and Instruction, will attend the
April 3 Washington, D.C., event as an invited key member of the Stardust Comet Sample Return
Mission, part of NASA’s series of Discovery missions. The Stardust Mission is the recipient of
the museum’s 2008 Current Achievement Trophy.
The trophy - a miniature version of “The Web of Space” by sculptor John Safer recognizes both past and present achievements involving the management or execution of a
scientific or technological project, a distinguished career of service in air and space technology or
a significant contribution in chronicling the history of air and space technology.
Horejsi has been at work on the NASA Stardust Mission since 1998, a year before the
1999 launch of the spacecraft that would send back a treasure-trove of cometary and interstellar
dust samples seven years later, after completing 2.88 billion miles and three giant loops around
the sun.
He has been involved in the educational aspects of many NASA missions and served on
the selection committee for Educator Astronauts with Barbara Morgan, who participated in the

Teacher in Space program as the backup to Christa McAuliffe for the ill-fated 1986 Space
Shuttle Challenger mission. Morgan later trained as a mission specialist and flew on the STS-118
mission in 2007.
Horejsi was present at the February 1999 Kennedy Space Center launch of the Staidust
Mission and was there when the sample return capsule settled down in the Utah desert in
January 2006 - the first spacecraft to safely make it back to Earth with cometary dust particles.
The mission began collecting interstellar dust in 2000 and came within 150 miles of the comet
Wild 2 in January 2004.
Horejsi also was present in Houston in 2006 when the capsule was opened. Samples have
been distributed to about 150 scientists around the world who are studying them to help provide
answers to fundamental questions about comets and the origins of the solar system.
The Stardust Mission’s main spacecraft now is in a hibernation orbit and will next fly
past Earth in January 2009.
More information about the mission is online at http://www.nasa.gov/stardust.

###

NOTE TO THE MEDIA: Martin Horejsi has one of the largest private collections o f meteorites
in the United States. One of his main space science teaching areas is with small bodies o f the
solar system such as comets and asteroids. More information is available by e-mailing him at
martin.horejsi@umontana.edu.
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